February 28, 2013

controllers begin to be furloughed be-
cause they don’t have enough money
and air traffic begins to slow down in
New York and Chicago and Wash-
ington, DC, and Atlanta.

It is always true that in times such
as these, when we have these kinds of
crises facing us, who gets hurt first and
the most are the people at the bottom
rung of the ladder, kids with disabil-
ities, families who need some heating
assistance in the middle of the winter,
elderly people who may need some
Meals On Wheels delivered to their
homes.

These are always the people who get
hit first and the hardest. We can’t for-
get our societal obligations as a Con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

gress to make sure their needs are met
also. We can’t turn a blind eye and a
deaf ear to the needs of people in our
society who don’t have anything any-
way. We can’t throw them out in the
cold. We can’t let our children be de-
nied Head Start programs or adequate
child care programs. This is not befit-
ting a great and wonderful society such
as America.

I am hopeful with a meeting in the
White House tomorrow—as I know it is
not just a photo opportunity—we will
hear from the Speaker of the House
that, yes, we need a balanced approach,
and we are willing to take that bal-
anced approach. If they do that, we can

S1073

get this settled within the next few
days and then move ahead.

So that is my hope for tomorrow.
And I hope, again, we will see some
forthcoming on the part of Republicans
that they are indeed willing to com-
promise.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 4, 2013, AT 2 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 2 p.m. on Monday.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:31 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, March 4, 2013,
at 2 p.m.
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